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WELCOME RAZA. TO THE 30TH ANNUAL CHICANO COMMENCEMENT. THIS YEAR WE DECIDED TO TAKE "COMMENCEMENT” BACK TO ITS ROOTS. AS GRADUATES,

WE HAVE REFERRED TO OURSELVES AS CHICANOS, LATINOS, MEXICANOS, MEXICANAMERICANS AND HISPANICS. HOWEVER, WE MUST PAY HOMAGE TO THE CHICANOS
WHO BROKE DOWN BARRIERS TO PUT THIS VERY ORGANIZATION TOGETHER. WE WOULD LIKE TO DEDICATE THIS MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY IN HONOR OF THE HANDFUL
THAT PUSHED THE ENVELOPE TO PUT THE FIRST CHICANO COMMENCEMENT TOGETHER. AS WE ENTER THIS NEW CENTURY, WE MUST NOT FORGET THEIR ACCOMPLISH"
MENTS.

THE THEME FOR THIS YEAR'S COMMENCEMENT IS "THE EMBRACE OF OUR PEOPLE TOWARDS A INEW CENTURY." ME WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUCCESSES OF
YESTERYEAR: WHILE AT THE SAME TIME REALIZING OUR JOURNEY IS NOT COMPLETE: WE ARE OPTIMISTIC FOR THE CONTINUED STRUGGLE WE AS A RAZA FACE IN THE NEW
MILLENNILM.

SAN JOsE STATE UNIVERSITY'S CHICANO COMMENCEMENT IS ONE OF THE LONGEST
RUNNING AND MOST RESPECTED CHICANO GRADUATIONS. WE HAVE TAKEN ON THE
CHALLENGE TO ORGANIZE SUCH AN EVENT BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT NOT
ONLY TO CELEBRATE OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, BUT OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE AS
WELL. PUTTING ON AN EVENT OF THIS CAPACITY WAS NO SMALL FEAT, AND FOR
THIS REASON, WE ARE HONORED BY YOUR PRESENCE ON THIS GLORIOUS DAY,

(OUR SUCCESS IS DUE TO QUR OWN COURAGE AND STRENGTH, YET IT IS THE

ISHED. FINALLY, WE NOW STRIVE TO SERVE AS INSPIRATION FOR THOSE WHO
WILL FOLLOW IN OUR PATHS.

ALEIANDRA ALVARADO
CHAR

"™W/E TEACH WHAT WE LEARN, AND THE CYCLE GOES ON."

l'O_.—\g\J l. Cl IRCI CELESTE BORBON
CoCHAIR
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