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Linda began her career in 1979 as an Outreach Counselor for the Educational Op
portunity Program at SJSU where she formulated recruitment programs for disadvan
taged students. Currendy, Linda is the Assistant Director of Student Outreach and 
Recruitment and is responsible for the development and implementation of outreach 
programs and policies. She received both her BA in Sociology in 1977 and MA in 
Counselor Education in 1996 from San Jose State University. As an undergraduate, 
Linda was co-chair to three Chicano Commencements. In addition, she was active 

in MEChA, Semana Chicana, and helped to organize the Chicano Educational Pil
grimage to Sacramento in 1975 protesting the cutbacks in education. 

Linda currendy serves on the executive board for the Chicano/Latino faculty and 
Staff Association and serves on the Ernesto Galarza Scholarship Committee and the . " 
President Scholars Scholarship Committee. In addition, she chairs the Western As- ~ 't 

.. 
sociation for College Admission Counseling, College Fair Planning Committee and f.she is an advisor to Sigma Lambda Beta, Chicano Commencement, Lambda Theta 
Alpha and MEChA at San Jose State University LINDA ORTEGA - ADVISOR 

Julia E. Curry Rodriguez earned her doctorate in Sociology in 1988 from the De
partment of Sociology at the University of Texas at Austin. Her research examines 
immigrant women and children, immigration, language minority educational experi
ences, racial and sexual stratification, and a variety of issues pertaining to Chicanos and 
Latinos in the United States. Currendy she is an Assistant Professor in the College of 
Social Work, Department of Mexican American Studies at San Jose State University. 

Dr. Curry Rodriguez came to the United States with her mother and sister in the early 
sixties as immigrants from Mexico. She lived in Southern California through her early 
childhood. Mter graduating from Bassett High School in La Puente, California she 
attended the University of California, Santa Barbara as an Educational Opportunity 
Student. Mter graduating from UCSB she worked for Migrant Education, the Edu
cational Opportunity Program and the Departments of Religious Studies and English 
as a Second Language at UCSB. In 1980 she began her doctoral training at the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin where she specialized in the study ofimmigration, race and JULIA E. CURRY RODRiGUEZ 
women's studies. Curry has taught at UCLA, Arizona State University, UC Berkeley, 
Holy Names College and York University in Toronto, Canada. 

She has published in Re-Emerging Native Women (2003), Bilingual Research Journal (2001), The Power of Language (2001). 
Colorlines (May 1999), Americanos: Latino Life in the United States (1999), Mexicanas at Work (1988), Chicano Politics after 

the Eighties (1988), and The Use of Social Services by Undocumented Aliens in Texas (1984). She is currendy revising a book-

length manuscript, Making One's Path, based on her dissertation (Reconceptualizing Undocumented Labor Immigration: The 

Causes, Impact and Consequences in Mexican Women's Lives) and an oral history tentatively called I'm Nico: Summoned to 

Memory. For 2003-2005 she is the recipient of a Ford Foundation Grant to document services for Binational Students with 

Liz Deleon was born and raised in San Jose, California. In her early childhood years 

her family experienced what many of our families have gone through. Coming from a 

low income family she knows what it is to work in the fields to help support her family. 

As a youngster she would pick prunes, grapes and apricots every summer until she was 
old enough to obtain a part time job. She graduated from Mt. Pleasant High School 

and attended Evergreen College right after. Due to life circumstances she left school 
and dedicated herself to her career. Today she is a mentor to other students and she 

emphasizes the importance of education. She reminds us everyday that money should
 

never take precedence over education. She strongly believes that knowledge is power
 
and education is the future.
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Roberto Gonzalez is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at San Jose State University. He 

received his B.A. degree from the University of Texas at Austin and his M.A. and Ph.D. 

degree from the University of California, Berkeley. He was born and raised in McAllen, 

Texas along the U.S.-Mexico border. As a cultural anthropologist, he spent more than two 

years living and working in Zapotec communities in Oaxaca, Mexico from 1994 to 2001. 
His doctoral research, which focuses on the agricultural systems of campesino farmers, was 

published in 2001 as a book, "Zapotec Science: Farming and Food in the Northern Sierra 

of Oaxaca." Earlier this year his second book was published, an edited volume titled, 'An

thropologists in the Public Sphere: Speaking Out on War, Peace, and American Power." 

Since completing his graduate studies, Professor Gonzalez has taught courses on corporate 

globalization, the history of anthropological theory, economic and political systems, La
tino health issues, and the anthropology of Mexico at San Jose State University and the 

University of California, Berkeley. He is currently faculty adviser of the SJSU chapters of 
MEChA and Pi of California anthropology honors society. 

ROBERTO GONZALEZ 

Scott Myers-Lipton is an Associate Professor of Sociology at SanJose State University. His 
research has focused on how to reduce racism, increase civic engagement, and to develop 
global awareness. Over the past two summers, he has sent a group of SJSU students to El 
Salvador to do community work and to understand the social, political, and economic is
sues facing this Central American nation. His current book is exploring social solutions to 
poverty and inequality. 

Two of his academic highpoints have been when he was awarded the Manuel Vega Latino 
Empowerment Award by the graduating Latino class at Saint Mary's College for being 
the professor who had most empowered them; and when he facilitated a dialogue at SJSU 
on racism with Tommy Smith and John Carlos, the two former SJSU students who trans
formed the 1968 Summer Olympic Games in Mexico City into a cry for freedom and 
justice by bowing their heads and raising their fists for human rights. 

Dr. Myers-Lipton received his teaching credential from Mills College, his masters degree 
in the Humanities from San Francisco State University, and his doctorate in the Depart-SCOTT MYERS-LIPTON 
ment of Sociology at the University of Colorado at Boulder. He lives with his wife and two 
children a few blocks from SJSu. 

Marcos Pizarro is the son of Leonard and Helena Pizarro, the husband of Maria Esther 
Fernandez, and the father ofX6chiti and Citlali. He was born and raised in the San Fran
cisco Bay Area and received his BA from Stanford University in 1989 and his Ph.D. from 
UCL~s Graduate School of Education in 1993. He is an Associate Professor and the 

Coordinator of the Master's Program in Mexican American Studies at San Jose State Uni
versity. 

Pizarro does work with Chicana/o students at various stages in their schooling and tries 
to understand how interventions can help these students develop strategies that might aid 
them in their efforts to succeed in schooL Currently, he is working closely with a few 
Latina/o-based Charter Schools and coordinates an Institute for Teachers who work with 

Chicana/o Youth to help teachers develop innovative teaching strategies for educationally 
empowering these youth. 

Pizarro, a former elementary school teacher, has taught in the Chicana/o Studies programs 

at UC Berkeley and Washington State University and been a Postdoctoral Fellow at UCUs MARCOS PIZARRO 
Chicano Studies Research Center and UC Berkeley's Graduate School of Education 

(through the Ford Postdoctoral Fellowship for Minorities) 
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Chicano Commencement Committe: 

Top Left to Right: Nubia Sanchez, Aida 
Barajas,Antonio Mungia, Malenda Wallin, 
Maria Carrillo, Nansee Castro 

Bottom Left to Right: Adriana Alvarez, 
Kenya Lopez, Karina Alvarez, Fabiola 
Zendejas, Yolanda Hernandez 
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