
English 1B 
Module 2: Using the Library Catalog  

1. When you begin researching your paper, you’ll probably need a broad overview of your 
topic. For this, your best resource is a book. 

2. You can find the book you want by using the library catalog. 

3. Begin at the library home page, library.sjsu.edu (http://library.sjsu.edu/ ). Here you’ll see 
the catalog search box. This lets you find books using a keyword search.  

4. A keyword is a word or phrase that describes the subject of the book you want. A 
keyword search looks for words in the title, author, subject and notes fields of each 
catalog record.  

5. This is a very broad search. Searching on “boulder,” for instance, will bring up results on 
the city, the county and the rock. 

6. Searching by Keyword is a good place to begin when looking for a book. 

7. Let’s say you’re writing a paper on the dynamics of communication in a small group. 

8. Enter “group communication” into the search box. 

9. This search pulls up a couple of possible books, but to find out all the books on this topic, 
you’ll want to discover what Subject category the catalog has placed them in. 

10. To do this, open up the catalog record for one of the titles and scroll down to where you 
see the heading “Subject.” 

11. “Communication in small groups” is your subject! Click on this link and you’ll find all 
the books the library owns in this area. 

12. Catalog records contain several other handy links. Let’s go back and take a look. 

13. Selecting the AUTHOR link lets you browse a list of titles by that author. 

14. Selecting a LOCATION link opens up a floor map for the King Library or a street map 
for branch libraries.  

15. Selecting a CALL number link returns a list of linked titles with nearby call numbers.  

16. The call number is like the book’s address. You’ll need this when you go to find the book 
on the shelf. 
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17. STATUS tells you whether or not the book is available. To see a full list of status 
messages and their definitions, click on the help icon. 

18. Now that you’ve found the book you want, you need to check it out. To do this, you’ll 
need a library card.  

19. If you haven’t gotten one already, take your student ID to the circulation desk on the first 
floor and the staff there will give you a new card. It only takes a minute—as a student, 
you’re already in our database! 

20. You can check out books here at the circulation desk or at the self-checkout machines. 

21. But what if the book you want isn’t available at the King Library? 

22. If it’s at one of the San Jose Public Library branches, you can click Request and have it 
brought to the King Library for pickup. 

23. If all the copies are checked out, click on the Link+ button at the top of the page.  

24. Link+ is a borrowing consortium of public and academic libraries in California and 
Nevada. It lets you request items from another library when they’re not available at the 
King Library or the San José Public Library branches. 

25. It’s quick—you’ll usually get your materials within a week or less—and free. 

26. What if the King Library doesn’t own the book you want? Try Interlibrary Services, 
which is also known as ILLiad. 

27. Unlike Link+ which lets you borrow only from libraries in California and Nevada, ILLiad 
lets you borrow from libraries all over the world. 

28. Now that you’ve found the book you want, let’s take a look at how to find articles in 
Module 3: Using Academic Search Premier.  
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