
English 1B 
Module 3: Using the Academic Search Premier Database 

1. The easiest way to find articles for your paper is to use the library’s databases. 

2. What’s a database? It’s a collection of information organized to provide efficient retrieval.  

3. It’s the collecting and the organizing that make databases so great for research. 

4. The articles included in a database have been reviewed for accuracy and authority, so you know 
the information you’re getting is valid.  

5. Contrast this to the Internet, where anyone can post anything (and usually does). 

6. Whenever you access a website, you have to ask yourself: is this information current? Who’s the 
author? Is she an expert in this field? Is this information relevant to my topic? 

7. When you use a database, these questions have already been answered for you. 

8. And the articles in a database have been organized:  by subject, by author and in a lot of other 
ways that let you create very specific searches. 

9. You don’t have to worry about getting thousands of results that have little or nothing to do with 
your topic. 

10. Databases can be general, like Academic Search Premier, or subject-specific, like ACM Digital 
Library, which is only for articles on computer science..  

11. We’ll be taking a look at Academic Search Premier. Because it covers such a wide variety of 
topics, it’s a good place to start your research. 

12. To access the databases, begin at the library’s homepage, library.sjsu.edu 
(http://library.sjsu.edu/ ). From here, click on the Articles and Databases link 
(http://library.calstate.edu/sanjose/ ). 

13. Click on “A” under the Browse by Title heading. 

14. Next, click on the Academic Search Premier link. 

15. When you access this database from home, a window will pop up asking for your name, library 
card or student ID number and PIN. After you fill in this information, Academic Search Premier 
will open. 

16. This is the advanced search screen. Let’s find some articles on the effects earthquakes have had 
on the country of Turkey. 

17. Enter “earthquakes” in the first search box and “turkey” in the second search box.  
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18. Notice that “And” is the default. This means that you’ll be searching for articles that include both 
the word “earthquakes” and the word “turkey.” 

19. But if you click on the dropdown menu, you’ll see you also have the option of choosing “Or” or 
“Not.” 

20. “And,” “Or” and “Not” are known as Boolean operators, a phrase you may remember from math 
class.  

21. While using “And” lets you find articles that contain both “earthquakes” and “Turkey,” “Or” 
would let you find articles that contain one or the other of the words and “Not” would let you 
locate articles that have one of the words, but not the other. 

22. For our search, we’ll stick with the default “And.” 

23. Now click on the Select a Field dropdown menu next to “earthquakes.”  

24. Select a Field is optional. Leaving this unchanged means you’ll do a basic keyword search. But 
using it is a good way to narrow your search and tell the database exactly where you want it to 
look. 

25. We’ll select Title. Now the database will search for the word “earthquakes” only in the titles of 
articles. 

26. “Turkey” can mean both a country and a bird. So let’s select Geographic Terms to make sure we 
get information only on the country. 

27. Let’s look at some other ways to customize your search. 

28. Under “Limit Your Results,” you can click here to restrict your articles to those published in 
scholarly, peer-reviewed journals.  

29. Peer-reviewed articles are written by experts and reviewed by other experts—their peers—before 
they are published.  

30. Articles from popular magazines, on the other hand, are often written by professional writers 
with no particular expertise. 

31. You can also tell a scholarly article by the specialized terminology it uses and the list of 
references at the end. Popular articles use everyday language and very seldom list their sources. 

32. Professors often ask that you use only scholarly sources. So this check box is very important. 

33. Below you can specify the publication dates of your articles. 

34. “Document Type” is handy if you’re looking for a very specific class of article, like a book 
review or case study. 

35. “Full Text” looks tempting, but don’t use it.  



36. San Jose State offers a GetText option that lets you find the full text of an article even if it’s not 
in Academic Search Premier. Clicking “Full Text” would exclude these articles from your results. 

37. Now click Search.   

38. Here's your results list. The top line shows you how many articles you found and provides some 
options for sorting them.  

39. For this search, we didn’t get too many results but sometimes a search can pull up hundreds or 
even thousands of results. 

40. Luckily, databases give you some tools to help you refine your topic.  

41. To the left you’ll see subject headings. These are live links that will take you to articles that 
explore just one aspect of your subject. 

42. Another technique is to limit your research to a particular time period, place or person. 

43. Sometimes you’ll have the opposite problem: a search that is too narrow and provides too few 
results. 

44. When this happens, reexamine your topic and see if you can’t explore a larger problem, include 
related subjects or increase the time period you’re looking at. 

45. Now that you’ve fine-tuned your topic, let’s find out how to get the full text of an article by 
returning to our list of articles on earthquakes in Turkey. 

46. To get the full text of the third article, click on the link marked “PDF Full Text.”  

47. And here’s the article exactly as it appeared in the journal. 

48. Some articles will have a link below called HTML Full Text. This also provides the full-text of 
the article. The only difference is the text is less formatted than in a PDF and won't have the 
correct page numbers. 

49. But take a look at the first article in the list. It doesn’t have a PDF or HTML Full Text link. 
Instead, there’s an orange GetText button. 

50. This tells you that the full text of the article is not available in Academic Search Premier, but it 
might be available in another SJSU database. By clicking the GetText button, you’ll find out 
where to look.  

51. As you can see, the article is available in the AIP database; clicking on that link takes you to it. 
As in Academic Search Premier, you’ll need to find the PDF or HTML link to get the full text of 
the article. 

52. Sometimes when you click on the GetText button, you will see the phrases “Check Print 
Holdings” or “Not Available Locally.”  



53. This means that SJSU doesn’t have a copy of that article online and you will have to search our 
print collection on the Lower Level or go through Interlibrary Services to get the text of the 
article from another library. 

54. Caution! GetText only tells you if we have a particular journal in print or online. It won’t tell you 
if we have the exact edition you need. Be sure to check the date of your article to make sure we 
have what you want. 

55. Academic Search Premier is a great database for general research. But if you need to write a 
persuasive essay, one that argues for or against a controversial subject, there are two other 
databases that specialize in giving the pros and cons of divisive issues. 

56. These databases are CQ Researcher and Opposing Viewpoints. To learn more about them, read 
Module 4: Using the Pro/Con Databases. 
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