
English 1B 
Module 4: Using the Pro/Con Databases 

1. Offshore oil drilling, same-sex marriage or bioethics—if the topic is controversial you’ll 
find information in Opposing Viewpoints and CQ Researcher. 

2. You can access these databases from the library’s homepage, library.sjsu.edu 
(http://library.sjsu.edu/ ), by clicking on the Articles and Databases link 
(http://library.calstate.edu/sanjose/ ). 

3. Then select the database you want from the Browse by Title list. 

4. This tutorial will look at both databases.  

This section discusses the database Opposing Viewpoints  

5. Opposing Viewpoints pulls articles from a lot of different sources: magazines, academic 
journals, newspapers, primary source documents, government and organizational 
statistics, multimedia (like podcasts), and web sites. 

6. If you haven’t chosen your topic yet, Opposing Viewpoints provides a list of 
controversial subjects to choose from. But don’t worry if you’ve already picked an issue 
and it’s not on the list. Opposing Viewpoints contains a lot more than what you see on 
this opening screen. 

7. To the left, you’ll see a Basic search box. Want more options? Click on the Advanced 
Search link above.  

8. Let’s find some articles on cloning. Enter “cloning” into the search box and click Search. 

9. We’ve gotten more than 100 results. If you want only scholarly articles, click on the 
colored tab marked Academic Journals. 

10. Below each article listing, you’ll see a row of icons. 

11. To see the full text of an article exactly as it was printed in the journal, click the PDF link. 

12. To see the full-text without any formatting, click on the Full Text link.  

13. Once the Full Text window opens, you’ll be able to email the article by clicking on the 
Email link in the toolbar above. 

14. And if you want to export a citation for this article to RefWorks, click on the How to Cite 
link, choose RefWorks and click Export. 

http://library.sjsu.edu/
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This section discusses the database CQ Researcher 

15. CQ Researcher is a collection of reports on controversial subjects written by professional 
journalists especially for this database. 

16. Still looking for a topic? Click on the Pro/Con link on the left of the opening screen to see 
a list of controversial issues. 

17. The Quick Search box is at the top of the screen. For more options, click the Advanced 
Search link.  

18. We’ll choose “gun control” as a subject. Click Go to begin the search. 

19. Here’s a list of reports on different aspects of the gun control controversy. We’ll click on 
“Gun Violence.” 

20. A new window opens up with the full-text of the report.  

21. You can email all or part of the report to yourself by clicking on the dropdown menu next 
to Send as Email in the toolbar. 

22. You can also export the citation for this report to RefWorks, by clicking on the CiteNow! 
link then clicking on the dropdown menu next to “Export Citation to” and choosing 
RefWorks.  

23. Learning how to navigate the library website, find books and use the databases is 
challenging. 

24. Remember that research is a process. You can expect to go through periods of frustration 
and uncertainty before your paper is done. And if you ever need help, contact a librarian. 

25. Phone us, email us or drop in to the library. Whatever your topic is, we can help. 
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