
 Finding Articles in Academic Search Premier  
 

1. Academic Search Premier is one of the world’s largest educational databases with the full text 
of over 4,700 journals. Because of its size, you can find information in Academic Search Premier 
on almost any subject.  

2. However, its size can also make it hard to find what you’re looking for. This tutorial is designed 
to help you customize your search so you get exactly what you want.  

3. To access Academic Search Premier, begin at the library’s homepage, library.sjsu.edu, and click 
on Articles and Databases under Quick Links. 

4. Under Browse Databases by Title, click on the letter “A” then click on the Academic Search 
Premier link to open the database.  

5. This is the advanced search screen. Let’s find some articles about the effects earthquakes have 
had on the country of Turkey.  

6. Enter “earthquakes” in the first search box and “turkey” in the second search box.  

7. Since  “Turkey” can mean both a country and a bird, we’ll select Geographic Terms from the 
drop-down menu next to the search field to make sure we get information only on the country.  

8. Let’s look at some other ways to customize your search.  

9. Under “Limit Your Results,” you can restrict your articles to those published in scholarly, peer-
reviewed journals.  

10. This option is important, as instructors frequently ask that you only use scholarly, peer-
reviewed articles.  

11. You can also specify the publication dates of articles in your results. We’ll limit our search to 
articles published within the last five years.  

12. The “Full Text” option looks tempting, but don’t use it! San Jose State offers a service called 
GetText that can find the full text of an article in another database. Clicking “Full Text” would 
exclude these articles from your results.  

13. Now click Search.  

14. Here's your results list. The top line shows you how many articles you found and provides some 
options for sorting them.  

15. On the left, you can see the limits we’ve set for our search. 

16. If you scroll down, you will see other ways to limit your search. For example, if you click on the 
arrow next to Subject: Thesaurus Term, you will see a list of terms that appear frequently in 
your search results. Clicking on one of these will add that keyword to your search, thus 
narrowing your search down further. 

17. Click on the title of an article to see more information.  



18. To get the full text of an article, click on the link marked “PDF Full Text” in the left column.  

19. On the right, you’ll see a list of options under the heading Tools. One option is Cite: click on this 
to see a list of citations for the article in various formats.  

20. Another option is Export; click on this to export the citation into your RefWorks account. 

21. For some articles, there won’t be a PDF or HTML Full Text link, but rather an orange GetText 
button.  

22. This tells you that the full text of the article is not available in Academic Search Premier, but it 
might be available in another SJSU database. By clicking the GetText button, you’ll find out 
where to look.  

23. As you can see, the article has a “Full Text Online” link; click on that link to see the article in the 
database listed. As in Academic Search Premier, you’ll need to find the PDF or HTML link to get 
the full text of the article.  

24. Sometimes when you click on the GetText button, you will see the phrases “May be available in 
the SJSU Library Catalog” or “Not Available Locally.”  

25. This means that SJSU doesn’t have a copy of that article online and you will have to search our 
print collection on the Lower Level or request it from Interlibrary Services to have a PDF of the 
article e-mailed to you from another library.  

26. We hope you've enjoyed this introduction to Academic Search Premier. Happy searching!  
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