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1.  Using Call Numbers to Find Books  

2.  A call number is like a book's address. It tells you where the book is located 

on the shelf.  

3.  Call numbers are read from left to right on each shelf and from top to bottom 

on each section of shelving.  

4.  The King Library is unusual because it uses two different types of call 

numbers: the Library of Congress Classification System and the Dewey 

Decimal System.  

5.  We’ll start by looking for a book with a Library of Congress call number: 

Comparative Children’s Literature.  

6.  The book is located on the 7
th

 Floor and you can see where to begin looking 

by clicking on this link and opening up the floor map.  

7.  Here are the elevators and here is where you’ll find the books with a PN call 

number. 

8.  When you get to the 7
th

 Floor, you’ll notice that there is another map outside 

the elevators.  

9.  And there are signs at the end of each bookshelf that show the range of call 

numbers located on those shelves. 

10.  To find your book, look first at the beginning letters of its call number. Single 

characters come before multiple characters, so P comes before PN which 

comes before PR.  

11.  Next, look at the number that comes after the letter or letters: PN970 comes 

before PN1009 which comes before PN1021.  
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12.  After the first decimal point, books are shelved alphabetically by the next 

letter and then in decimal order.  

13.  This is where a lot of people get confused. Because while the first number in 

the sequence is treated like a whole number, the numbers later in the sequence 

are treated as decimals.  

14.  Some people find it easier to understand if they picture it like this. 

15.  So BC1.A2001 would come before BC1.A201 which comes before BC1.A21. 

16.  The very final number—2005—is an exception to the decimal rule because it 

is a date: the year when the book was published.  

17.  And here’s your book! 

18.  Now let’s look at the Dewey Decimal System. On the first, third and fourth 

floors of the library, you’ll find the books in Dewey order because these 

books are part of the public library collection. 

19.   In the Dewey system, nonfiction books are organized first by number then 

alphabetically. 

20.  Fiction books are organized alphabetically by the author’s last name.  

21.  If you ever have trouble finding a book, ask for help at the information desks 

on the second and third floors or call us from the phones located on each 

floor. You’ll find the number right next to the phone. 

22.  Happy hunting! 

23.  We’d like to hear your comments about this tutorial. To provide feedback, 

click “Okay.” Otherwise, click “Not Now” to see the credits and exit the 

tutorial.  

   

 


