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Mineta papers donated to SJSU  •  Message from the dean  •  New mobile app released  •  Upcoming events and exhibits  •  
New research databases  •  Exhibit features Beethoven’s vocal compositions  •  Fall program highlights veterans’ experi-
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•  Library completes five-year program review  •  Upgraded library classroom facilitates learning  •  Latino Comics Expo 
comes to King Library  •  Students build skills at Technology Training Center  •  Library faculty and staff updates  

Norman Y. Mineta papers  
donated to SJSU library

Above: An archival photo  
of local leaders Ken Yeager,  
Susanne Wilson, Norman Mineta, and Wiggsy Sivertsen.  
Inset: Born Free and Equal, a book of Ansel Adams photographs  
from the Manzanar War Relocation Center, is part of the library’s 
Mineta collection.

Norman Y. Mineta, the former San José 
mayor who became the first Asian 
Pacific American to serve under two 
U.S. presidents, recently donated the 
remainder of his political papers to San 
José State University. Mineta previously 
donated to SJSU papers documenting 
his political career from 1961 to 1995.

Over the last five years, the university library 
has worked closely with Rod Diridon, emeritus 
executive director of the Mineta Transportation 
Institute, to bring the rest of Mineta’s papers to 
SJSU. The 1996–2001 papers document Mineta’s 
work as secretary of commerce under President 
Bill Clinton and secretary of transportation under 
President George Bush. 

Mineta retired from Congress in 1995, returning 
briefly to San José to assume the position of vice 
president at Lockheed Martin. He served as U.S. 
secretary of commerce from 2000 to 2001 and  
as secretary of transportation from 2001 to 2006.  
Mineta’s rich experiences in politics, and particu-
larly his expertise in transportation legislation, 
enabled him to succeed during the tumultuous 
period after 9/11, when he helped restore the  
nation’s confidence in its transportation system 
and played a key role in the establishment of the 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA). 

Mineta received numerous honors throughout  
his 40-year political career, including two local 
namesakes: the Norman Y. Mineta San José Inter-
national Airport, and the Mineta Transportation 
Institute, an SJSU research institute devoted to 
transportation policy. 

The King Library is grateful to Secretary Mineta 
for his unique contributions to local and national 
politics, and for his continued support of schol-
arly research at SJSU. We are confident that this 
new donation will advance student, faculty and 
scholarly research in the area of local and na-
tional transportation policy and bring new under-
standing to the establishment of the TSA. 

The Mineta Papers, 1961–2001, can be found in the 
SJSU Special Collections & Archives unit of the 
library, which holds a rich set of political records 
connected to the region. To learn more, visit the  
Political Papers guide at tinyurl.com/PoliticalPapers 
or contact Danelle Moon, director of SJSU Special 
Collections and Archives, at 408-808-2061 or 
danelle.moon@sjsu.edu. u
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Students build skills at library’s  
Technology Training Center

A special technology trainer is on hand at the univer-
sity library to help students with assignments requir-
ing Microsoft Office, SPSS software or movie creation. 
Sepier Kim, Student Technology Training Center coor-
dinator, schedules workshops in related areas and is 
available for one-on-one appointments with students.

The Technology Training Center is located on the King Library’s 
fourth floor. Go to library.sjsu.edu/sttc for upcoming workshop 
schedules. For more information, contact Kim at 408-808-2031 or 
satbueal.kim@sjsu.edu. 

Below, students share their experiences with Kim and the Tech-
nology Training Center.

Brian, Environmental Studies

“The best part was [Sepier Kim] wanted to understand what 
exactly I needed help with and help me completely and thor-
oughly. After talking about my project and getting more un-
derstanding, we began to get more into detail. She was very 
knowledgeable about statistics and the programs used to per-
form data analysis. Overall this was an excellent resource and I 
would highly recommend it to any student in need of a technol-
ogy resource.” 

Veena, Chemistry

“The scientific poster–designing session that I had with the King 
Library technology training division was indeed useful. I chose to 
have a one-on-one session that proved really useful. Ms. Kim went 
over with me all the minute aspects of the poster, and she even 
let me stay in her office till I understood the concepts she had 
described to me. I would highly encourage the library to conduct 
more such sessions that will be relevant to our coursework.”

Michael, Business Administration, Marketing

“Participating in the King Library classes led by Ms. Kim had a 
tremendous impact on my studies. For one class in particular, 
Marketing Research, I was required to complete a semester-long 
project. Ms. Kim gave both me and my group members valu-
able advice about how to conduct our marketing research study. 
Along with her assisting me in my class, she went above and 
beyond my expectations for the King Library classes—about the 
basics of SPSS and how to create a marketing poster. She pro-
vided step-by-step instructions that are great to refer back to. All 
in all, her classes provided me with more than enough informa-
tion for me to be successful.” u
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Library faculty and staff updates

Ann Agee, librarian for library sci-
ence, and Diana Wu, librarian for 
business, in collaboration with Col-
lege of Business faculty members 
Bobbi Makani and Marilyn Easter, 
recently had an article called “Re-
search in Action: Using Rubrics to 
Assess Information Literacy Skills in 
Business Education” accepted in the 
Journal of Business and Educational 
Leadership. The article examines 
how professors and librarians can 
give students a solid foundation in 
the information-handling skills they 
need to be effective and productive 
in the workplace today.

Cynthia McCarthy, ScholarWorks 
librarian, authored the book Belmont, 
a microhistory in Arcadia Publishing’s 
Images of America series. McCarthy 
researched the San Mateo County 
town’s surprisingly wicked past in 
state and local historical societies as 
well as online resources like the On-
line Archive of California and the Cali-
fornia Newspaper Digital Newspaper 
Collection. The book is shelved in the 
King Library’s California Room.

Valeria E. Molteni, librarian for nurs-
ing and communicative disorders 
and sciences, and Emily K. Chan, 
librarian for kinesiology and nutri-
tion, food science, and packaging, 
gave presentations about their 
information literacy project at the 
California Library Association 2013 
Annual Conference and the Medi-
cal Library Association 2014 Annual 
Meeting and Exhibition. The team is 
studying the connection between 
student confidence and mastery of 
information literacy questions. A 
manuscript of their findings is cur-
rently out for peer review.

Teresa Slobuski, education and social 
work librarian, presented “Using Por-
tal 2 to Develop 21st-Century Skills” at 
the Emerging Learning Design Con-
ference. Modern video games like 
Portal 2 require players to use critical 
thinking, creativity and flexibility 
to successfully complete levels. By 
recognizing and leveraging learning 
potential in Portal 2 and other video 
games, educators have the opportu-
nity to teach important lessons while 
players just play. 

Meet Jennifer Dinalo, new liaison librarian

SJSU library welcomes Jennifer 
Dinalo as the new liaison librarian 
for biological sciences, chemistry, 
and biomedical, chemical and ma-
terials engineering. Jennifer brings 
extensive subject knowledge to this 
position, with a bachelor of science 
in biochemistry and mathematics 
and a minor in biology from Regis 
University, and a PhD in molecular 
microbiology from the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center in Dallas. Dinalo was also a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Stanford 
University School of Medicine in the 
Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology. She completed her 

master’s degree in library and information science here at San 
José State. In addition to her experience in the sciences, Jennifer 
speaks Portuguese and teaches power vinyasa yoga.

For every department on campus, there are 
subject librarians who will integrate library 
and research instruction with your course 
goals and objectives. Student instruction 
can take place in your classroom, in the 
library, or online, embedded in your course. 
To contact the librarian for your department 
and learn more about faculty services, go to 
library.sjsu.edu/faculty-services.

DID YOU KNOW?
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